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U.S. Embassy Celebration 
This year, the U.S. Embassy chose Louisiana as its 
Independence Day theme. Highlighting the historic French 
influence in this region of the United States, the food, music, 
and ambassador’s speech all sought to invoke the history and 
friendship shared by both countries. 

Lafayette, Louisiana native Emilie Vidrine and her band Tee 
Franglais electrified the crowd as they danced and mingled to 
the melodies of authentic Cajun music and enjoyed tasty Cajun 
specialties. 
Also noteworthy was the pristine collector's exhibit of 
American automobiles, which included a 1950’s pink Cadillac 
in perfect condition. Elvis Presley was known for his 
admiration of the Cadillac brand, now an American icon of 
comfort and luxury. In fact, President Trump’s secret service-
designed limousine, The Beast, was built by Cadillac.
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Independence Day at 
Bugsy’s 

We were happy to welcome 
so many Americans to our 
Independence Day 
celebration on July 4th at the 
Chicago-themed pub, 
Bugsy’s, located just around 
the corner from the Elysée 
Palace and the U.S. Embassy 
here in Paris. The group was 
made up of both new and 
long-time members and 
everyone enjoyed great food, 
cold drinks, and warm 
camaraderie. 

Engagement 

Thanks to you, our Facebook 
page has become the leading 
Republican page outside the 
U.S. in terms of engagement-
the crucial key metric. 
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Interactive Discussion at 
Hôtel Académie 

June 14 happens to be President Trump’s birthday, the birthday 
of the U.S. Army, and the date we chose for our June meeting! 
Led by RIF’s Vice President of Communication, Paul Reen, we 
collectively participated in a lively discussion on the hot 
current affairs topics concerning both domestic and foreign 
affairs. 
In a festive spirit, some members of the group took the time to 
record a video message wishing President Trump a happy 
birthday, which we directly tweeted out to him and the U.S. 
Embassy in France.

Likewise, we were truly honored with the presence of 
Republicans from Germany who took the time to stop by on 
their way to Normandy where they participated as envoys for a 
special U.S. military history delegation. 

Our meeting attendance is continually growing and this one 
was no exception. We packed the hotel salon full and, 
unfortunately, had to decline some RSVP’s. If you plan to 
attend one of our events, be sure to get your name on the list as 
soon as you know you can attend. 

Stu Haugen 
Performs at Fête de 
la Musique in Saint 

Germain en Laye 

Every year in France on June 21, 
the date that also corresponds 
with the summer solstice, 
musicians gather to play in the 
streets, concert halls, 
restaurants, and anywhere else 
you can imagine. This year was 
no exception, save for the fact 
that our very own, Stu Haugen, 
put on a five-star vocal 
performance of American 
classics including Sweet Home 
Alabama and Stop Draggin’ My 
Heart Around. His band, Broken 
Wing, rocked the restaurant as 
passersby waved, danced, and 
sang along!

#WalkAway Movement 

Described as a growing 
movement of Democrats 
abandoning their party, the 
#WalkAway hashtag has gone 
viral across conservative online 
communities. Mid-term results 
will help determine if it really is 
anything more. 
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Have you registered to vote? 
Your vote is critical in the upcoming mid-term elections. A lot 
is at stake! Register now by clicking here: https://www.fvap.gov

See you at the rentrée! 
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