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Conference with French
Ambassador to the U.S. 

Paul Reen and Anntoinette Lorrain attended French 
Ambassador Gerard Araud’s conference on geopolitics 
under President Trump at the Ecole Normale Supérieure on 
February 15. 
Ambassador Araud portrayed some positive and negative 
feedback in what he referred to be a new worldwide era. 
The introduction of his presentation began with the notion 
that “Trump is not an accident of history and that the world 
will go on.”

His criticism was mainly directed toward U.S. sanctions on 
the Iranian regime, which he considered unwarranted, or in 
his own words “sauvage,” mainly for reasons related to 
European business interests. Similarly, he criticized the 
USA’s “failure” in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
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March Meeting 

Mark  your  calendars  for 
Thursday,  March  21,  2019 
when  we  wil l  welcome  a 
special  guest  speaker  on 
Middle  East  geopolitics. 
Details  to  be  announced 
shortly.

RIF in the Media 

Paul  Reen  was  honored  to 
appear  on  Le  Figaro ’s 
“Interactions”  on January  17, 
2019.  Likewise,  Mr.  Reen 
appeared  on  France  5’s  "Le 
Monde en Face" presented by 
Marina  Carrère  d’Encausse 
on February 12.
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The ambassador gave credit to President Trump for posing
the question that so!called experts have been ignoring: is 
now the time to implement U.S. isolationism? While 
expressing the reduction of American protection in Europe 
to be a fragility for France and Europe, he also invoked the 
possibility of a trade war between the U.S. and the EU. 

Although the conference highlighted some tension between
the U.S. and France, we remain optimistic that relations will 
remain strong as positive outcomes will ultimately be the 
result of good negotiations.

New Years with 
BCiP 

We were honored to celebrate the 
New Year 2019 with our friends 
from the British Conservatives in 
Paris "BCiP# at their annual New 
Year’s Party. 

Chairman Jeremy Stubbs ensured a 
fun!filled evening complete with 
lots of laughs, awkward speeches, 

British and French cuisine and, of course, “galettes des rois.” 

As 2019 kicks o$ with the pending Brexit deadline and the U.S. 
media’s constant attacks on President Trump’s e$orts to protect 
Americans, we’re reminded how important it is to keep our 
conservative friendships strong and our communications open, 
preferably over a fun evening like this. Cheers!

Did you know? 
According to U.S. Customs and Border Protection an 84% surge 
in border apprehensions of up to 606,000 is expected this year. 
Drug overdose fatalities have reached a high nearly double those 
related to firearms. The widespread entrance of illicit drugs 
through our Southern border has become a matter of national 
security. We have expressed our concerns to Congressman Will 
Hurd whose district represents 820 miles of Texas!Mexico border.
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March Against 
Antisemitism 

French  police  have  reported  a 
74%  surge in antisemitic attacks 
in 2018 and we will never forget 
the  not!so!distant  tragic  history 
that occurred in France. For this 
reason,  we  were  honored  to 
participate in the March Against 
Antisemitism  in  cooperation 
with the Adenauer Foundation on 
February 19.  

Picpus Cemetery 
Tour  

A  gu ided  tour  o f  Picpus 
Cemetery will take place in April. 
Discover  the  cemetery's  most 
famous  tomb  of  Marquis  de 
Lafayette,  the  French  general 
who was a  close friend of  many 
American  Founding  Fathers 
including  George  Washington, 
A lexander  Hami l ton ,  and 
Thomas Je$erson. Cost: 10&
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