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The Honorable Jamie D. 
McCourt, U.S. Ambassador to 

France and Monaco  

On March 12, Ambassador McCourt and her Chief of Staff 
gracefully welcomed the executive leadership team of 
Republicans in France. We were honored to provide an 
overview of our activities and learned about her interests as 
well. The meeting took place at the U.S. Embassy in Paris and 
concluded with her assurances that President Donald Trump 
appreciates our efforts. We look forward to working in 
cooperation with the U.S. Embassy on endeavors that are 
mutually beneficial. 
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Figaro Live’s “Les 
Decrypteurs” 

When the Mueller Report 
was published and Attorney 
General Barr officially 
announced that Investigator 
Mueller found absolutely no 
trace of collusion between 
Trump’s campaign and the 
Russians, RIF’s Executive 
Vice President, Anntoinette 
Lorrain, proudly made an 
appearance on Le Figaro’s 
“Les Decrypteurs.” Ms. 
Lorrain energetically 
highlighted the case as a mere 
hoax instigated by the DNC 
and Hillary Clinton. As we’ve 
all learned now, the case was 
wholly based on a fabricated 
dossier paid for by Clinton 
and the DNC.  
Ms. Lorrain particularly 
appreciated the 
professionalism of Le Figaro’s 
staff and presenter.  
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Picpus Cemetery Tour 
Renowned American tour guide, Michelle Campbell, MFA, 
took the RIF group on a unique 
journey at the Picpus Cemetery where 
the tomb of Gilbert du Motier, 
Marquis de Lafayette rests. We 
discovered some gruesome tales of the 
French revolution and the two walls 
covered with the names and 
professions of the 1,306 guillotined 
victims from the Reign of Terror in the 

cemetery’s 
chapel. Paradoxically, a Black 
Virgin named “Notre Dame de la 
Paix” graces the chapel with her 
reverence. We shared a good 
laugh when Ms. Campbell 
explained that the Virgin’s 

mechanized monstrance acts as a sort of dumbwaiter, moving 
north and south when called upon. 
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Special Speaker on 
Middle East 
Geopolitics 

We were fortunate to have Mr. 
Brahim Kas, Research Fellow at 
the French University, Paris 8, 
share his expertise with our 
group. Mr Kas, is currently 
completing his PhD in Middle 
Eastern Geopolitics and travels 
to the region often. He helped 
shed some light on the 
complicated relationships 
between Saudi Arabia, Israel, 
Syria, Russia and Iran. 

Mr. Kas believes that President 
Trump has already completed 
unprecedented work in paving 
the way for a greater alliance 
with Saudi Arabia and other 
regional partners. 

He is confident that anything is 
possible, even Israeli-
Palestinian Peace, thanks to the 
behind-the-scenes work 
between Jared Kushner and the 
Prince MBS (Mohamed Bin 
Salman) of Saudi Arabia.  
Wouldn’t that make a historic 
Trump achievement? Let’s hope 
Mr. Kas is right! 
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Mark Your Calendars 
The next RIF gathering is scheduled for Saturday, May 11. 
We’ll hold a Texas-style barbecue in the Parisian suburbs near 
Versailles. Details will be announced shortly!
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